Issue 1 – Defense Spending 

	
	Perspective 1

 2012 Democratic Party Platform

Political Party

http://www.democrats.org/democratic-national-platform 
	Perspective 2

2012 Republican Party Platform 

Political Party 

http://www.gop.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/2012GOPPlatform.pdf 

	Text
	In our current fiscal environment, we must also make tough budgetary decisions across the board – and that includes within the defense budget. 
	… severe, automatic, across-the-board cuts in defense spending over the next decade—of the nation’s military budget would be a disaster for national security…

	Summary
	
	

	
	Perspective 3

Deputy Defense Secretary 

Ashton Carter

U.S. Defense Department 

http://www.military.com/daily-news/2013/02/12/odierno-sequestration-would-extend-deployments.html 
	Perspective 4

CNN Editorial, Fareed Zakaria

News Network 

http://globalpublicsquare.blogs.cnn.com/2011/08/09/cut-defense-spending/ 

	Text
	"It has enough money in it overall, but … it does not have enough operations and maintenance money," Carter said. "This year there is a drastic shortfall in the money we need to do training and training in turn impacts readiness and readiness is our capacity to fight in other places than Afghanistan."
	For too long, Congress has fattened the Defense Department, while starving foreign policy agencies. Robert Gates himself once pointed out that there are more members of military marching bands than servicemen in the Foreign Service. The result is a warped American foreign policy. It conceives of problems entirely in military terms...

	Summary
	
	

	Conclusion about the issue



	How might these perspectives shape political participation? 




Issue 2 – Arctic National Wildlife Refuge & Oil Drilling 

	
	Perspective 1

 2012 Democratic Party Platform

Political Party

http://www.democrats.org/democratic-national-platform 
	Perspective 2

2012 Republican Party Platform 

Political Party 

http://www.gop.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/2012GOPPlatform.pdf 

	Text
	Building a clean energy future means that new exploration and production needs to be approached safely and responsibly. Democrats are committed to balancing environmental protection with development, and that means preserving sensitive public lands from exploration, like the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
	We support… opening the coastal plain of the Artic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) for exploration and production of oil and natural gas…We support this development in accordance with applicable environmental, health and safety laws, and regulations. 

	Summary
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Perspective 3

Resource Development Council

Special Interest Group 

http://www.akrdc.org/alerts/2011/anwrccpalert.html 
	Perspective 4

Defenders of Wildlife

Nonprofit Organization

http://www.defenders.org/ 

	Text
	There are compelling national economic and energy security reasons for opening the 1002 [coastal plain area of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge] area to responsible oil and gas development, including a safe and secure source of energy to the nation, create hundreds of thousands of jobs throughout the country…
	One way to help preserve the refuge’s most vulnerable species is to limit oil and gas exploration and development and other activities that disturb wildlife and destroy habitat on the coast plain tundra. Drilling in…most of the refuge’s coast plain, should be permanently prohibited.

	Summary
	
	

	Conclusion about the issue



	How might these perspectives shape political participation? 




